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However this may be, we hope, w# have been able j
draw an approximate picture of the physical features ^
ancient Sapta-Sindhu, and its fauna, flora, and minerals* %
have shown (i) that the Sarasvatl was a mighty stream j
those ancient days, with water flowing through her chant\,
all the year round, which was probably perennially supply
by melted snow at her source, and that her banks, as well -
the banks of the other rivers, were inhabited by a prosper*^
people, fond of holding sacrifices in honour of their Gocjj
(2) that the submontane regions of the Himfdaya and i\
valley of Kashmir were also inhabited by Aryan tribes ; {<
that the country, besides being intersected by the rivers, hg
also long stretches of forests, and a desert in the south ; Q
that the banks of the Sindhu were also well populated, a^
had important centres of manufacture in wool, woollen gooO
and cotton fabrics ; (5) that the horses bred in the region ,
the Sindhu were famous, and probably in great demaq
throughout .the country; (6) that the forests were infestc
with wild animals such as the wolf, the lion, the wild bo?n
the elephant, the monkey, the bear, the jackal, the bison, t{;
buffalo, the deer and the antelope ; (7) that the black bucl
held sacred by the sacrifice-loving Aryans, was a distinguisl
ing mark of the land inhabited by them ; (8) that barley, rla
millet, and probably other cereals also were the principal pr<
ducts of Aryan agriculture ; (y) that tlu:y domesticated tli
cowr the buffalo, the ass, the horse, the goal, the dog, the shcc
and the camel, and caught and tamed even the wild elephant
and (10) that they were acquainted with the use of gold, silve;
copper, iron and precious stones that were the products c
either Sapta-Sindhu, or of contiguous regions. It was in dee
a self-contained country possessing an equable climate, pr<;
viding all the necessaries of life, and affording facilities fo
advancing towards a higher civilisation and developing a
those traits of character that make a people great, Thong
divided into numerous clans and tribes, the more advance
Aryans were a homogeneous people who felt a mystcrioti